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William J. McGinn PTA

Formal Meeting Minutes: Approved 5/17/24

Thursday January 11, 2024 at 7:30pm

Establishing a Quorum:
See sign up sheet. 13 present.

Call to Order/Welcome:
Time: 7:32pm

Pomptonian Food Service Report:
Jimmy DelBene
See handouts at the conclusion of this document.

-Refill lunch account on payschoolscentral.com
-Possibly to use veggies from McGinn Garden for a partnership
-Work with local companies: Pizza Brothers for pizza on Thursdays. Bloomfield Bagel for Bagel bag.
-Interactive menu on the fomeal app with calorie and nutrition info.
-allergy contact as well if child has a documented allergy
-only NJ food service -over 100 districts (summit, cranford)
-healthy foods and sustainability
-local farms send local produce to schools
-unlimited fruit and veggie in middle school and high school
-Healthy school lunch challenge for the entire company: submit a recipe with either blueberry or potato.
Prize: vertical garden and presentation of medal to school.
-Like it or love it initiative: voting for students with produce and maybe hummus

Principal’s Report:
Sasha Slocum
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GREAT NEWS
A. Thank you, McGinn PTA, for the Author Visit, Family Wellness Night, Cardstock paper, $75 teacher supplies for

everyone, lovely Holiday breakfast, Diverse books donation, and all of the support for our Halloween parties and Polar
Express!

B. Congratulations to Ms. Perri Fuerst and Mr. Thomas MacWilliams – Governor’s Educator and Educational Services
Professional Award Winners of the Year for McGinn School! They will be honored at the January 25th BOE Meeting.

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
A. Book Fair - What a heartwarming return to McGinn Community! Thank you to all of our volunteers and generous

donations.
B. Author Visit - Audrey Vernick shared detailed stories of her experience writing certain stories. The breadth and depth

of her work impressed our students and staff.
C. Multiple Service Drives - Thank you for the continued service focus, McGinn PTA!
D. Breakfast with Flame - It was another well-attended, cozy and fun-filled event for students, families and staff!
E. Hour of Code - Our students coded Spheros and the Mice robots and tried new challenges on Code.org.
F. Dictionary Day - Our fabulous SPF Rotary Club gave our third graders dictionaries and discussed their philanthropy.
G. Sing Along - The whole school fit in the MPR beautifully and shared the space with their angelic voices.
H. Polar Express/Holidays Around the World - First grade created passports to “visit” countries around the world and

learn about their celebrations. Then they took an imaginary journey on the Polar Express!
I. 4th Grade Service Posters - Thank you, McGinn PTA, for engaging our 4th graders in active service projects.

UPCOMING EVENTS
A. Diversity Book Challenge - This wonderful challenge continues with books about people with different abilities and

special needs in January and a new theme each month!
B. McGinn Day of Global Cultures - 1/26/24 - We have a fantastic selection of visitors, and we continue to welcome

more. A communication will go out Friday to ask for more volunteers, advertise Global Family Night and invite people
to our DEI Committee meeting. 2/6: Next wellness night with Ms. Fritz

C. McGinn 4th Grade Concert - 2/7/24 @ 7:00 PM in the MPR
D. Junior Achievement Heroes - 2/9/24: The high school students come to teach grades 1-4 about financial literacy.
E. Kindness Week - 2/12/24 - 2/16/24: Mrs. Ward will lead this special week with daily goals for our school.
F. Valentine’s Day - 2/14/24 in the afternoon: We look forward to our second school party!

CURRICULUM
A. Curriculum Corner - All subject areas plus Technology and Socio-Emotional Learning are all in one place for our

teachers. Curriculum Supervisors are updating pacing guides by working with teachers.
B. Technology Updates - Lego Robots, Spheros, Lego and Coding Clubs are underway. Students use iPads for specific

curricula in every grade level.
C. EEF Grant - Teachers are applying for this opportunity due January 24th that supports innovation.

ASSESSMENT
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A. MAP reports came out in December. A second round of MAP will take place in the coming two months. Late Jan/Early
Feb

B. NAEP will take place for 4th graders. The 50 randomly-selected students will be notified soon.

EXTRA CURRICULAR
A. Student Council - Our Student Council met for the first time in December and will meet twice in January.
B. Lego and Coding Clubs - Mr. Lohn, Ms. Gonzalez and Family Volunteers have made these programs a kid favorite.
C. Homework Club - Mr. MacWilliams will start the next session this Tuesday, January 16th.
D. Spanish Club - Señorita Marin has provided cultural traditions from Spanish-speaking countries

SCHOOL COMMUNITY COMMITTEES - Would you like to join?
A. School Climate Committee - We met to complete the self-assessment and conduct HIB training. The next meeting is

1/18/24 @ 2:30 PM.
B. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee - We met in early January with a big agenda but only discussed the first

item! It was a deeply touching meeting that set some goals for our work. We meet again after MDGC on 1/26/24..
C. McGinn Gardens Committee/Health and Wellness Committee - First garden meeting will take place 2/21/24 @

2:00PM.
D. School Improvement Panel (SCIP) - Has worked on GEOY and PD and school/district improvement goals.

UPCOMING DATES
● Homework Club - Tuesdays in January beginning 1/16/24
● BINGO Night - 1/12/24 @ 6:30, MPR
● Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – 1/15/24 – Day of Service; No School
● PTA Food Drive - 1/16 - 1/18/24
● Student Council Meeting - 1/18/24 and 1/25/24 @ 11:50 in the Conference Room
● Spanish Club - 1/24/24 @ 3:15
● EEF Grants due - Wednesday, January 24, 2024
● McGinn Global Family Night - 1/25/24 @ 6:30 PM
● SPF BOE Meeting - 1/25/24 @ 7:30, celebrating GEOY Teachers and Educational Service Professional
● McGinn Day of Global Cultures -1/26/24 three sessions throughout the day.
● Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Committee Meeting - 1/26/24 @ 2:45 PM.
● Kindergarten End of Semester - 1/31/24; Grades posted for families 2/7/24
● McGinn Family Wellness Night - 2/6/24 @ 6:30 PM, MPR
● McGinn 4th Grade Concert - 2/7/24 @ 7:00 PM MPR
● Junior Achievement Heroes - 2/9/24 - 8:45 - 1:30 PM, grades 1-4
● PTA Ice Skating Party - 2/10/24
● Student Council Meeting - 2/12/24 and 2/28/24 @ 11:50 in the Conference Room
● Valentine’s Parties - 2/14/24 in the afternoon
● PTA Sharing Lunches - 2/14/24
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● President’s Day - 2/19/24 - Schools Closed
● Super Science Saturday - 3/2/24
● 4th Grade Visit’s Terrill - 3/4/24
● McGinn PTA Meeting - TBD (we have to reschedule due to EEF Wizard’s Game)

Old Business:
Programming (Reported on by Sonal Agrahari/Shannyn Johnston:
Author Visit: Audrey Vernick visited Mcginn on December 4th! Sarah & Meaghan successfully ran the
author visit without any issues, few students had an opportunity to have Lunch Q&A with Mrs. Vernick.

IHM Food Pantry: Karen Chen and Erin Decker donated food on the November 17th of to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) food bank. The next drives will be 1/16-1/18, 3/18-3/21 and 5/13-5/16.

Wellness Night: We had a successful wellness night with over 50 attendees on November 21st from
6:30-7:15 pm. A class in Martial Arts was brought to us by FACE Corp, from a local Scotch Plains
business.

Coat Drive: McGinn hosted Coat drive from November 27th through November 29th. Kelly Sacchetti
sorted out the coats and dropped them off at Union County Council for Young Children (UCCYC).

Toy Drive: McGinn hosted a one-day toy drive on Wednesday, December 6nd (SLP). Kelly Sacchetti
with the help of Volunteers dropped the donations at Union County Council for Young Children
(UCCYC).

Sharing Lunches: We received 274 bagged lunches from McGinn families and they were brought to
Plainfield Salvation Army on December 13th after they were sorted. Sara Taner & Lisa Marcus, will run
this program throughout the year. Next collection will be on February 14th.

PTA Reflections: The deadline for submissions for the PTA Reflections contest themed “I Am Hopeful
Because….” were due by Friday, December 1st. Four students from McGinn submitted entries in the area
of visual arts, dance choreography, literature and photography. Winners will be announced in the coming
weeks.

Winter Staff Breakfast & Gifts, Nicole Kobis:
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We presented the staff with a stocked staffroom of tasty food and drink as well as served a delicious
breakfast to kick off the winter season.

Fundraising (Reported on by Ana Mota/Jeff Petrella):
Book Fair: Profit: $4,746; $1,946 above budget. Thank you to the Chairs Alli Kagan & Dawn
Weinstein. Also a big thank you to the 28 volunteers.

Breakfast with Flame: 398 tickets sold with 390 attended. Profit:$2600; ~$800 above budget
Chairs:Havi Elkaim (crafts), Dom Cody (Chef), Andrew Flavin (Chefs); Volunteers: 30-35

Winter Apparel Sale: 96 items sold Profit: $304

Membership (Nicole Sharkey):
We are officially at 323 members (two more members since it was tabulated at our last meeting).

New Business:
Programming (Susan Pastir):

● Bingo Night - Bingo Night will take place on Friday, January 12th. We currently have 193
children signed up. Mike Rushton will be our emcee this year and Nicole Manna and Amy
Condon are our chairs. 17 parents volunteered to help setting up, checking in, checking boards
and handing out prizes.

● Global Family Night - Our 21st annual GFN will take place from 6:30-8pm on Thursday,
February 25th. Sign-ups for the night have gone out. As of today we have about a dozen families
registered to bring main dishes or desserts. This year families will also be able to share a song or
dance specific to their culture. We will have a performance by two Flamenco Dancers and a
guitarist. Pavlina Perry and Ally Casanova are our chairs. Perri Fuerst has also worked with us on
several aspects of the night. Nicole Sharkey has been working to create an anti-racism table with
resources for parents as a result of the discussions at the school DEI meeting on Friday, January
5th. The next DEI meeting will be held on Friday, January 26th at 2:45pm.

● Wellness Night II - Our second Family Wellness Night of the year is slated for Tuesday,
February 6th from 6:30-7:15 pm. Mrs. Fritz has graciously agreed to lead this night. We are
currently narrowing down our ideas for family activities.
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● Valentine’s Day Breakfast - Nicole Griffin, our chair from last year, has reached out to Pooja
Rastogi and Lauren Murphy, our chairs for this year. Along with Shannyn Johnston, they are
organizing the parent sign-up to go out in either this week’s or next week’s eblast so they can
begin collecting donations for this elaborate staff breakfast.

● Valentine’s Day Parties, Nicole Kobis
I’ll be sending out emails to class parents regarding the Valentine’s Day class parties so they can
reach out to their classes.
Also I am working with class parents in each of the grades K-3 to set up drop boxes for pictures
of school events for their grade’s future yearbook.

● Super Science Saturday - Super Science Saturday will be held on Saturday, March 2nd from
9-11am. Lauren Murphy and Allison Sanchez are the chairs. They have booked Mad Science to
present a special show for the students. Sign-ups for student projects will come out in a few
weeks.

Fundraising (Susan Pastir):
● Lego Club and Coding Classes - Our Lego and Coding classes have been running well. Mr.

Lohn and Ms. Gonzalez have been leading them, along with help from weekly parent volunteers.
Many parents have had positive things to say about both clubs. In particular, the fourth grade
students were sad their Lego Club had to come to an end last week because they were having so
much fun! The PTA will be paying Mr. Lohn and Ms. Gonzalez $1,200 each to run these two
after school enrichments. The payments will be made halfway through the program and at the
completion of the program.

● Update on gifts to the school - Almost all gifts have been distributed to the classrooms (waiting
on Ms. Gonzalez’s pocket chart)! A huge thank you to Nicole Sharkey for organizing this project.
We worked with School Specialty by reactivating an old PTA account we had with them. We
negotiated the prices of many items because they were charging a non school rate. School
Specialty was pleasant to work with and was able to give us reasonable pricing.

● Family Skate Night - Our Family Skate Night is set to take place on Saturday, February 10th and
will be advertised in the next eblast. Nicole Sharkey will be setting up a store in MobileArq for
ticket payment. Jeff Petrella and Ana Mota will check our capacity limits this year with our chair,
Kelly Sacchetti.

● Parent Social - Much work has already been done to plan our annual parent social for Saturday,
March 16th. It will be dinner, entertainment, a tricky tray and a silent auction held at
Shackamaxon CC from 6:30-10:30pm. Nina Durante is currently looking for different pricing
options. Our theme is 80s and will include 80s trivia, music, glow party dancing, and arcade
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games. The trivia company is Hollyrock Entertainment. Jamie Glickman, one of our chairs, has
used them for a school function and said they were excellent. They will also provide a DJ for
dancing. We are looking to sign a contract soon. Kair Gebauer and Allison Sanchez have been
hard at work gathering items for the tricky tray portion of the night. Nina and Jamie will begin
obtaining sponsorships for the entertainment.

Looking Ahead:
Programming (Susan):

● Think Purple Week - Elayne Edmonds reached out to our new chairs, Pooja Rastogi, Marcy
Cohen and Geri Ferraro. We are still waiting on information from the district. I will reach out to
Kelly Robertson to see if a date has been established.

● Wellness Night III - Our final Family Wellness Night in the series will take place on Tuesday,
April 30th. Ms. Marchica will be leading an evening of yoga for families.

● Spring Assembly - Programming will be reaching out to Nicole Castellano, our assemblies chair.

Fundraising (Susan):
● Variety Show - Our annual Variety Show will take place at the high school for the first time. It

will be held on Friday, April 5th. We are happy to report that we had enough parent volunteers to
lead three acts per grade level. In our first two days of sign-ups over 200 children have signed up
to participate! We will be having a parent act this year and are looking for McGinn staff to join
us! We are also exploring ways for the performers to all get to see this act. Kristen O’Grady and
Kara Basuino have been busy working out all of the details. Dina Linder will be designing the
logo and playbill.

● Hershey Park - This was a successful fundraiser last year, generating $1,000. Allison Murray is
our new chair this year.

● Kids Kreations - Stacy Amador is again chairing this program. We will confirm shortly if the art
teachers will again be participating. Their help was greatly appreciated in making last year’s
fundraiser such a success! Jeff and Ana will be reaching out to Stacy to discuss a timeline so we
can receive the artwork back in time for Mother’s Day.

● Spring Apparel - Naomi DelMastro will be working on putting together something for an April
sale. She did a great job with our winter sale!

● Spring Plant Sale - We will most likely be using Lynwick Gardens again. We will be reaching
out to them in a few weeks to schedule a delivery date.
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Treasurer’s Report:
Joe Cole/Kori Rushton:
(see attached handout) Overperforming on everything except enrichments

Unfinished Business, Questions, Comments,
Announcements:
Susan: Final comments and opens the floor.

Shannyn Question: Write to central office to ban youtube on ipads?

Adjournment:
Susan, “Can I have a motion to adjourn the meeting?”
First: Sonal Agrahari
Second: Shannyn Johnston
Susan: Meeting is adjourned at 8:30pm
Respectfully Submitted,
Nicole Sharkey
Recording Secretary

Nicole Kobis
Corresponding Secretary
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